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couches were made of coral and the screens of crystal; the lintel
was studded with the purest glass and the rainbow beams decorated
with amber. It was a vast and unique place that beggared de-
scription.
For a long while the Dragon King did not appear and when Yi
asked the warrior where his lordship might be, the latter answered
that he had gone to the Tower of the Mystic Pearl to hear Taiyang
Taoshih 2 expound The Boo^ of Fire and that he would be back
soon.
"What is The Boo\ of Fire?" Yi asked, and the warrior answered:
"My lord is a dragon and presides over the element of water.
He can with a drop of that element drown but the mountains and
valleys. Taoshih is a man and presides over the element of fire. He
can with a tiny spark destroy the Ahfang Palace.3 So- though they
are both powerful in magic, they make use of different elements.
My lord has therefore gone to him to hear him expound the
principles of fire."
Just then the gate to the palace opened and a man wearing a
purple robe and holding a green jade tablet in his hand came in,
followed by numerous attendants. "That is my lord/' the warrior
said, jumping up, and going to the Dragon King to announce Yi.
"Are you not a man from the mortal world?" the Dragon King
asked, looking at Yi, and on being answered that such was the
case, he and Yi saluted each other, and after both had been seated
he said to Yi: "Our realm is remote and our people unenlightened.
To what do we owe the honor of your visit to this inaccessible
realm?"
To this Yi answered: "I am a fellow countryman of Your
Majesty. I was born in this the land of Ch'u and have visited the
land of Ch'in to promote the advancement of my learning. Recently
I had occasion to ride by the River Ching and there I encountered
Your Majesty's beloved daughter tending sheep in the fields. It was
more than I could bear to see her buffeted by the wind and be-
2 Deity presiding over the sun.
8 A palace reputed to be several hundred li in circumference, built by Ch'in Shih
Huang Ti w tbc third century B.C.